INTRODUCTION
THIS book is an attempt to give a historical and sociological
account of Athenian life, based on, and illustrated by, one kind
of literature in particular, namely Old Attic Comedy. Such
an approach may appear unusual, but the method, I hope,
can be justified. The 'people^jmentioned in the title of the
bookar^^
but th^geo^j^LAlhgns. If there were any doubt about this,
the sub-title should make it clear. I understand sociology as
a branch of historical scholarship, and not of systematic
philosophy. * A Sociology of Old Comedy'has to be justified from
two points of view, that of sociology, that is to say, of the present
position of the study of Greek social and economic life, and that
of the peculiar value of Old Comedy as a historical source.
With regard to the former of these two considerations, the
following facts may be briefly recalled It was about the
'seventies of the last century that the social and economic
history of Greece and Rome first became a subject of special
research, and, very soon, a separate and independent branch of
classical studies. It was a real discovery that the Greeks were
not only lovers of freedom, wisdom and beauty, the Romans
not only soldiers and statesmen, but that they had their social
and economic problems, much like those of other ages, and
especially, so it seemed, like those of the nineteenth century.
The existence of slavery, the occurrence of social wars, and
other similar facts were, indeed, already known to earlier
scholars Our attempt to define more precisely an epoch in
historical writing necessarily ignores, but does not conflict
with, such points of general knowledge; m principle, the
definition is true
The new discovery, though apparently obvious, was in fact
a genuine discovery. For the first time, the importance of social
and economic conditions in ancient life was recognized
Ancient history, which till about the middle of the century
had been either political or else idealizing and aesthetic (when
indeed it was not purely antiquarian), now came under the
influence of the materialistic outlook which dominated the
historical conceptions of the time. Hitherto only August